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Paracelsus

OF THE PEOPLE, FOR THE PEOPLE,
BY THE PEOPLE
With somnambulistic lucidity Paracelsus linked his ideas on
virtue and nature with his struggle for the recognition of the
unlearned physician and of folkloristic medicine. Religion,
nature, and humanism, he thought, were on the side of the
people, and he almost conducted his campaign for his new
medicine as a class war.
"God is the teacher of medicine. Therefore, the doctor
shall have his faith from the people. Then he will be in good
standing with God, too. From you to God, from the people to
you, God wants everybody to live in truth." 5
Convinced that science must learn from the people and work for
the people, he wrote in the vernacular. Luther gave the Ger-
mans a language which they could use in prayer without the
intervention of the priest. Brunswick, Fries,6 and Paracelsus
tried to make learning independent of Latin. By using the
vernacular, Paracelsus sided with the people against the elite:
"I here propose to explain philosophy, firstly as an intro-
duction to medicine; and I am doing so in German in order to
take away any snobbishness and to bring science to the com-
mon people. Philosophy shall be taught so that she reveals
man in his entirety."7
Erasmus and other humanists had tried to raise the common
man to the refinement of Latinism. Paracelsus and Fries went
the opposite way. They tried to raise the language of the com-
mon man to the dignity of a literary and scientific medium.
Doctors and philosophers obviously had to talk in the language
of the people if they wished to be understood. In this, unfor-